THE 144,000AND THE GREAT MULTITUDE

Revelation chapter 7 mentions 144,000 people of
thetribes of Isragl who are sealed in their foreheads
and agreat multitude of people who come out of
tribulation; then, in chapter 14, we see another
144,000 mentioned who have the name of the
Lamb and the Father written on their foreheads.

Who are these two groups of 144,000 and this great
multitude of people? Isthe knowledge of who these
prophetic people are of any importance to you and
your loved ones. The answer is yes, it isimportant
toyou and your loved ones. That is, if you areliving
in the end times, because tucked away in this
information are some little known and understood
keys to physical and spiritual survival during the
end times. Therefore, you might want to pay careful
attention to the information about the prophetic
144,000 and the great multitude contained in this
broadcast.

THE 144,000 OF CHAPTER SEVEN

The first group of 144,000 are mentioned in
Revelation chapter 7 after the opening of the sixth
seal of God's wrath upon the earth in chapter 6,
which portraysthe violent collapse of the old order
of things and seems to follow the genera order in
which the earth was made fit for humanity's
habitation.

Beginning in Revelation chapter 6 verse 12

"And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal,
and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell to the
earth, even as a fig tree casts her untimely figs,
when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the
heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled
together; and every mountain and island were
moved out of their places. And the kings of the
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every
bondman, and every free man, hid themselvesinthe
dens and in the rocks of the mountains, And said to
the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us

from the face of him that sits on the throne, and
from thewrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his
wrath is come; and who will be able to stand?’
(Rev.6: 12-17 KJV).

At this point in time, many of those who will have
heard the gospel message proclaimed will come to
the realization that what they have heard about the
wrath of God being poured out upon those who
refuseto repent isabsolutely true and that their days
are numbered. Therefore, in great terror, they will
try to hide from the punishment that they know is
coming.

Between the Sixth and Seventh Seals we see the
following in chapter 7 verse 1:

"And after these things | saw four angels standing
on the four corners of the earth, holding the four
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on
the earth, or on the sea, or on any tree" (Rev.7:1
KJV).

Here we see four angelic beings hold back the four
winds. The English word 'winds is translated from
aGreek word, which does definewinds as such, but
also pertainsto the four cardinal points from which
the wind blow, but not necessarily the physical
winditsalf. Itisvery likely that thefour windsarein
fact the four spirit-beingsin Zechariah 6:5 who are
described as the winds of heaven.

After the four angelic beings hold back the four
winds, another spirit-being will comefrom the east,
which is traditionally the direction from where
divinemanifestationscome(lsa.41:1-2; Ezk.43:2-3;
Mal.4:1-2). This spirit-being will instruct the four
powerful spirit-beings not to proceed with their
destruction of the earth, the sea, and the
unrepentant wicked of earth's population. Also
noticethat this spirit-being hasthe seal of theliving
God with himwith which he and thosewho arewith
him areto seal the servants of God as noted in verse
3, which says:

"And | saw another angel ascending from the east,
having the seal of the living God: and he cried with
a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was
given to hurt the earth and the sea. Saying, Hurt not
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the earth, neither the sea, or the trees, till we have
sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads"
(Rev.7:2-3KJV).

Verse 4 says, "And | heard the number of them
which were sedled: and there were sealed an
hundred and forty and four thousand of all thetribes
of the children of Isragl" (Rev.7:4 KJV).

Inverses6-8 of chapter 7, thereare 12,000 Israelites
noted as being sealed from each tribe of Israel
except for the tribe of Dan, which seems to be
replaced by the half tribe of Manasseh. Either the
tribe of Dan isincluded in one of the other tribes or
it is left out of the 144,000 for reasons that only
God knows.

Sealed for Their Protection

It is important to note that the sealing of these
144,000individual shappensbeforethe seventh sea
is opened in chapter 8, which begins the seven
trumpet plagues. The seventh seal isaso known as
the Day of the Lord (Rev.6:17) and the great
tribulation.

It is clear that these people who have been sealed
are found worthy to escape the horrors of the
coming plagues that are to be poured out on the
earth. Because the only one's who are clearly
promised protection from this hour of trouble are
those of the Philadel phiachurch notedin Revelation
3:7-13. Because of this, there seemsto be only two
possibilitiesto theidentity of thisgroup of 144,000:

They are either part of the Philadelphia group of
God'séelect who are seal ed agai nst hiswrath because
of their faithfulnessto him and hisways, or they are
the God 's elect who have heeded the warnings
given to the churches in Revelation chapters 2 and
3. And because they have repented of their wrong
attitudes and behaviors, they are found worthy to
escape God's wrath.

More than likely, these 144,000 are a combination
of the seven church groupings noted in Revelation
chapters 2 and 3 who are all descendants of the
tribes Israel. How God reckons bloodlines is not

totally understood, but we do know that he knows
who both physical and spiritual Israglites are. It is
interesting to note that in Christ'sown lineage there
are Gentiles (Rahab of Jericho and Ruth of Moab),
yet Christ'sblood lineisconsidered to be Isradlitish
of the tribe of Judah.

In Ezekiel chapters 8 and 9, the prophet was aso
given avision in which he saw many of God's elect
whoinhabit Jerusalem sealed against God'swrathin
the end of the age by one having an inkhorn with
which to mark those to be spared from harm.:

Ezekiel chapter 8, verses 17 and 18

"Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of
man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that
they commit the abominations which they commit
here? For they have filled the land with violence,
and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, |o,
they put the branch to their nose [part of pagan
worship system]. Therefore will | also deal in fury:
mine eye shall not spare, neither will | have pity:
and though they cry in mine ears with aloud voice,
yet will 1 not hear them" (Ezk.8:17-18 KJV).

Here, we see that God's patience toward national
Israel will cometo an end and he will no longer sit
quietly by while the houses of Israel and Judah and
their civil and religious leaders commit their
abominations and idolatry before him. He will
punish them without mercy for their rebellion and
wickedness.

Ezekiel chapter 9, beginning in verse one continues
this prophecy:

"He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice,
saying, Cause them that have charge over the city
[speaking of Jerusdem| to draw near, even every
man with his destroying weapon in his hand. And,
behold, six men came from the way of the higher
gate, which lies toward the north, and every man a
slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among
themwasclothed with linen, withawriter’ sinkhorn
by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the
brazen altar" (vs.1-2).

Theavenging army of Jesus Christisbeing gathered
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to begin a great slaughter among humanity. Notice
that, among these six men, thereisanother manwho
has awriters inkhorn.

Continuing in verses 3 and 4

"And the glory of the God of Isragl was gone up
from thecherub, whereupon hewas, to thethreshold
of the house. And he called to the man clothed with
linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side;
And the Lord said to him, Go through the midst of
the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a
mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and
that cry for all the abominations that be donein the
midst thereof" (vs.3-4).

Because the Creator God of Israel cameto earth in
the person of Jesus, it seems logical that it is he
who calls to the one having the inkhorn and
instructs him to go to those in Jerusalem and mark
the servantsof God who are heart-broken because of
the evil that they see. From the description of what
the one with the inkhorn does, it is possible that
those who are sealed are a part of the 144,000
spoken of in the Book of Revelation chapter 7.

Continuing in verses 6 and 7:

"Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little
children, and women: but come not near any man
upon whom isthe mark; and begin at my sanctuary.
Then they began at the ancient men which were
before the house. And he said to them, Defile the
house, and fill the courts with the slain: go you
forth. And they went forth, and killed in the city"
(vs-6-7).

The other six who are standing by aretold to follow
the one with the inkhorn and begin the slaughter
among the inhabitants of Jerusalem who have not
been marked for survival by the one with the
inkhorn.

Continuing in verse 8

"And it cameto pass, whilethey were slaying them,
and | was left, that | fell upon my face, and cried,
and said, Ah Lord God! will you destroy all the
residue of Israel in your pouring out of your fury

upon Jerusdem? Then said he to me, The
lawlessness of the house of Israel and Judah is
exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and
the city full of perverseness: for they say, The Lord
has forsaken the earth, and the Lord sees not. And
as for me also, my eye will not spare, neither will |
have pity, but | will recompense their way upon
their head" (vs.8-10).

The question that Ezekiel asked and the answer that
he received tells us that although the inhabitants of
Jerusalem are the primary focus of these angels of
death, the rest of the house of Isradl and Judah who
are scattered among the nations are also killed by
these angelic beings. It is dso clear that this
slaughter upon the house of Israel and Judah will
not stop until al those who are to be killed are
killed.

Continuing in verse 11

"And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which
had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter,
saying, | have done as you have commanded me"
(v11).

The time setting of both Revelation 7:1-8 and
Ezekiel 9:1-11 isright before the Day of the Lord,
which is the time period called The Great
Tribulation in which God will pour out his wrath
upon al humanity. From this point in time until
Christ's return, the faithful servants of God will be
separated from the rest of humanity and will be
protected from the wrath of God. However, the
elect who have not been faithful will suffer aong
with the rest of humanity as God's wrath is poured
out upon the earth, the sea, and the wicked in order
to complete the preparation of the earth for the
invasion of Jesus Christ and his army of
spirit-beings.

In Revelation chapter 7 we seethat at |east 144,000
of the elect of God from the tribes of Israel will be
protected from the final wrath of God that will be
poured out upon unrepentant humanity and some of
the elect who have not repented of their sinful
attitudes and behavior.

With the sealing of the 144,000 servants of God, it
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ishighly likely that the gospel age of salvation will
end and thefull fury of God's wrath will be poured
out upon the earth and will not cease until Christ
and hisarmy of spirit-beings conquer the Beast and
its governmental and religious system noted in the
prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.

THE 144,000 OF CHAPTER FOURTEEN

The second group of 144,000 are mentioned in
Revelation chapter 14.
Beginning in chapter 14 verse 1:

"Then | looked, and there before me was the Lamb,
standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who
had his name and his Father's name written on their
foreheads" (v1 NIV).

Notice that these 144,000 have both the name of the
Lamb, who is Christ, and his Father who is the
Sovereign God written on their foreheads. Because
this 144,000 are standing with Christ, it indicates
that these are the Sovereign Father's elect children
who have participated in the first resurrection and
have been given eternal and immortal life in the
Family and Kingdom of God.

Continuing in verses 2 and 3:

"And | heard a sound from heaven like the roar of
rushing waters and like aloud peal of thunder. The
sound | heard was like that of harpists playing their
harps. And they [speaking of the 144,000] sang a
new song before the throne and before the four
living creatures and the elders. No one could learn
the song except the 144,000 who had been
redeemed from the earth” (vs.2-3 NIV).

There is no mention of this 144,000 being
descended from thetribes of Israel. What isnoted is
that they have been redeemed from the earth, which
would seem to indicate that they are both Israelites
and non-lIsradlites. It is possible that these 144,000
are al spiritua Israglites, because under the first
covenant with national Israel, we know that
Israelites and non-lsraglites alike could remain
undefiled from other religions by being faithful to
God:

Continuing in verses 4 and 5

"Thesearethosewho did not defilethemsel veswith
women, for they kept themsel ves pure. Thesefol low
the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been
purchased from among men and offered as
first-fruits to God and the Lamb. No lie was found
in their mouths; they are blameless® (vs.4-5).

Notice that these people who take part in the first
resurrection were not defiled with women (which
are symbolic of false religions), rather, they are
pure virgins (which means that they are spiritually
pure and undefiled). Also note that these people
were redeemed from among men, and the only way
a person can be redeemed is through the blood of
Christ.

Throughout history many have been called to
participate in the first resurrection; however, the
scriptures show that only a few out of this vast
number of people are found worthy of eternal and
immortal life. Among those who have been found
worthy, there seem to be even fewer who have
remained pure and undefiled from the influence of
Satan's religions. They are indeed a very specia
group of peoplewho haveearned avery high reward
and position in the Family and Kingdom of God.

In Revelation 14:1-5, we see 144,000 who, because
of their faithfulness to God the Father and Jesus
Christ, have obtained eternal and immortal life and
will accompany Christ as he arrives at Mount Zion
to establish the Kingdom of God on earth.

From the information that is given about the
144,000 that are mentioned in Revelation chapters
7 and 14, it is clear that these people are the
Sovereign Father'select children who havereceived
special favor because of their faithfulness to him
and his Son.

THE GREAT MULTITUDE

Besides the 144,000 noted in Revel ation chapters 7
and 14 there is a great multitude mentioned in
chapter 7 . Notice what is said about these
individuals beginning in verse 9



Revelation 7: 9-10, 13-17 Paraphrased

"After these things | saw, and behold, a great
multitude, which no one could number, out of every
nation, and tribes, and peoples, and languages,
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
having been clothed with white robes, and pamsin
their hands;, And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, Salvation to our God who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb" (vs.9-10).

After John sees the 144,000 sealed for their
protection from the wrath of God, he sees a great
multitude of people standing before the thrones of
God the Father and Jesus Christ. This event clearly
takes place after the return of Christ and the first
resurrection. Therefore, it seems that these people
aretheelect of all ageswho have participated in the
first resurrection and have been given eterna and
immortal life in the Family and Kingdom of God.

Continuing in verse 13

"And one of the elders answered, saying to me,
These having been clothed in the white robes, who
are they? And from where did they come? And |
said to him, Sir, you know. And he said to me,
These are those who have come out of the great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb"
(Rev.7:13-14).

Many have assumed that whenever the term 'great
tribulation' appearsthat it automatically means 'The
Great Tribulation' at the end of the age. However,
this may or may not be the meaning of thistermin
chapter7, because many have suffered great
persecution and tribul ation throughout the centuries
for their belief in the true God and Jesus Christ.
What is clear is that this great multitude who are
drawn from among the nations of the earth have
comethrough great trial's and were found worthy to
be granted salvation.

Continuing in verse 15:
"Because of this they are before the throne of God,

and serve him day and night in histemple. And he
who sets on the throne will spread his tabernacle

over them. And they shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them,
nor any heat. Because the Lamb which is in the
thronewill shepherd them, and will lead themto the
fountains of living waters: and God will wipe away
all tearsfrom their eyes’ (vs.15-17).

In Revelation chapter 7, we see a vast multitude of
people from various nationa origins who have
overcome great adversity and who will be
comforted by God and serve him day and night in
his temple.

The two groups of 144,000 and the great multitude
noted in the Book of Revelation seem to be
mentioned in order to clearly show that what each
individual does and the attitudes and behaviors that
one has during the time just before Christ's return
will dramatically impact their safety. These same
attitudes and behaviors will also determine, for
some individuals, the rewards and positions that
they will be given in the Family and Kingdom of
God.

Thereferencesto the sealing of the God's people in
the Books of Daniel and Revelation brings into
question the time honored teaching of a secret
coming of Christ to gather the saints in order toto
protect them from the great tribulation. Clearly, the
great multitude comes out of the great tribulation
noted in Revelation chapter 7.

What does dl of this have to do with you and your
loved one's? For one thing it should be recognized
as awarning that the Sovereign God is extremely
serious about hisintention to punish those who will
not come into conformity with his way of life and
show him the respect and worship that he deserves.

Secondly, thereis away to escape from most, if not
all of God'swrath that will be poured ontheearthin
the end times if one will do as he instructs in the
Bible. Not only is there a way of escaping most if
not al of the great tribulation, but there are
awesome rewards offered to those who will heed
these warnings messages and make the right
decisions.



The Sovereign Father and his Son are persistent and
extremely long-suffering in their desire to save
humanity from eternal death. The apostle Peter said
the following about this persistence and long-
suffering:

"But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that
one day iswith the Lord as athousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (2.Pet.3:8-9 KJV).

Because of their desirefor all to repent and reap the
benefits of a positive change in the human heart,
God the Father and Jesus Christ are going to give
humanity one last opportunity to accept their offer
of eternal life and sonship in the Family and
Kingdom of God. However, prior to thisopportunity
humanity will suffer the wrath of God. He will
punish all of mankind for their rebellion, eiminate
al evil, and remove any physical and spiritual
opposition to his government.

When will the wrath of God come and what does
God hope to accomplish by it?

The full wrath of God will only come after the
Sovereign Father's good news message has been
delivered in a powerful way as a warning and a
witnessto al nations, just beforethereturn of Jesus
Christ. When this happens, God's wrath of will
come upon al the scattered tribes of Israd, the
Jews, and the rest of humanity. Because the vast
majority of people and nations have shown that
they do not want God's rule in their lives; Biblical
prophecy shows that God is going to kill al but a
very few of earth's inhabitants just prior to and
during the return of Jesus Christ.

After the full fury of the wrath of God has been
poured out and the earth lies in ruin and its
population is drastically reduced, the Kingdom of
God will be established as an all-powerful,
world-ruling government. This government will
solve all of humanity's problems in a fair and
equitably manner with true justice and liberty for
al. It will not be a government ruled by selfishly

motivated humans, but a government ruled by the
righteous all-powerful family of God.

The Sovereign Father and his Son have not
forgotten their master plan for humanity. It is after
the compl etion of God'swrath and during therule of
Jesus Christ that all humans will come to fully
understand and appreci ate the awesome grandeur of
the opportunity that they have been offered to
become a son of God the Father and enter his
Family and Kingdom.

It is this message of opportunity that has mostly
been hidden from humanity since the demise and
disappearance of the early church that will again be
delivered just before God's wrath is poured out on
the earth and its inhabitants and Christ returns to
conguer and rulethe earth.

Inthe millenniaof eternity past, aplan unfolded that
ismorefascinating and engrossing than any science
fiction story or real life sagathat has ever been told.
That plan involves every person who has lived, is
now living, or is yet to be born.

With the creation of humans, the Sovereign God
embarked upon the greatest and grandest of al his
creations; he is creating beings just like himself;
and his intent is to share with them, al he has
created or will ever create throughout eternity.

Herein is a great truth of the Sovereign Father's
good news message. The Father and Jesus Christ
havealwaysloved mankind, who areall sinners, and
it is because of, and through their great love for
mankind that we have hope for salvation:

In the gospel of John, we read:

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever believes on him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved"
(In.3:16-17 KJIV). See Mk.16:16;

Rom.5:6-10; 8:7-18; Jms.4:4; 1.Jn.4:9-10.

Thereis only one Sovereign God who is above all
elsethat existsand heisthe one who allowed the
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Creator God to come to earth and sacrifice himself
for humanity. When the decison was made
concerning the method through which humanity
would be able to have their violation of the law of
God forgiven and receiveredemption and salvation,
there were only two immorta beings in
existence—the Sovereign God and the Creator God.

The decision to allow the Creator God to divest
himself of hisimmortality and become human not
only placed the Creator's future existence in great
jeopardy, it also had a tremendous impact upon the
Sovereign God's future. If the Creator had failed in
hismission, hewould have died and ceased to exist
forever, and the Sovereign God would havelost his
closest friend and companion. The Father would
have beentheonly immortal beingin existence. He
would have had no one like himself with whom to
shareeternity. The Sovereign'sdecisionto allow the
Creator to attempt to save humanity was a selfless
act and shows a love of awesome proportions for
humanity.

Human words or emotion cannot begin to
adequately express the grace, mercy, compassion,
and love that God the Father and Jesus Christ have
for humanity. And words cannot adequately
describe the price that the Father and his Son were
willing to pay for our redemption and salvation.

Death was to be the cessation of our existence;
never again would we experience the pleasures of
life, smell thefragrance of aflower, feel the sun and
wind on our face; never again would we see a
beautiful sunset or hear thevoice of aloved one. We
were destined to return to the basic physica
elements from which we are composed.

Before the Creator God came to earth as aman to
deliver his Father's good news message, each and
every individual that had ever existed, or would ever
exist was under the curse of eternal death that was
inherited from the first humans as a result of ther
poor judgment and rebellion against God.

The Creator God who became the Messiah said:
"Look to me, and be you saved, all the ends of the
earth: for | am God, and there is none ese"
(Isa.45:22 KJV).

The message from the Sovereign God through the
Messiah to mankind is about the fantastic futurein
store for anyone who will heed the instructions
given in his good news message.

However, most of what people hear about the
Sovereign God'smessage, isfocused solely on Jesus
Christ, and as aresult, millions do not believe what
Christ taught concerning how to obtain salvation.
They only believe certain things about him and do
not understand the message that he brought about
salvation and the Kingdom of God.

Because most of the professing Christian
Community havebeen greatly deceived, concerning
the Sovereign God's good news message, they
simply do not believe what Jesus Christ said or the
early church taught concerning the process of
salvation and therefore many are the victims of a
false conversion that does not lead to eternal life.

To Becomean Immortal

God the Father offersmuch morethan eternal lifeto
those he calls to salvation in this age. The angels
have eterna life and are sustained by God's
life-giving power, yet they can be destroyed if they
disobey him. Thelife God offersto the elect during
this gospel age of salvation isimmortal life, which
can never be destroyed.

The quality of life promised by the Father is
comparable to that which he himself has. God isa
spirit-being who inherently possesses the highest
form of life: immortality on the divine plane of
existence. Immortal lifespringsforthfromitself and
is hot dependent on any other source to sustain it,
becauseit is self-sustaining:

It is abundantly clear from studying the Bible that
God the Father intends to share immortality with
those he cals to repentance, baptism, and
conversion prior to the first resurrection. It is the
acquisition of immortality that allows a person to
pass beyond this physical existence into the Family
of God as a son of God.

If you want to know what the Bible actualy says
about immoral life and how to obtain it, get a copy
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of my book "How to Become Immortal.

Althoughimmortality representsthe highest reward
that is granted for faithfulness to God, there are
many more. Thereward for being righteousisnot to
float around heaven playing harp music for eternity.
God the Father and Jesus Christ have something far
more spectacular in store for those who are found
worthy to take part in the first resurrection.

The following list contains some of these rewards:

. Becoming an immortal spirit-being
. Becoming a son of God

. Becoming ajoint-heir with Christ
. Becoming a co-ruler with Christ

. Becoming aKing and a Priest

. Inheriting the Kingdom of God

. Inheriting al things

These are only afew of the awesome rewards that
are promised to those the Father calls to salvation
through his message of the good news.

Themagnitude of the opportunitiesand rewardsthat
God the Father offers to those called to salvation
through repentance, baptism, and conversion during
this age are amost beyond the ability of human
comprehension. What God offers can only be
obtained by those who are willing to repent and
become obedient to hisway of life:

God the Father still hopesto increase his Family and
Kingdom. The wrath of God upon thiswicked and
perverse generation is regrettable, but necessary in
order for him to implement the next phase in his
grand and awesome plan for the salvation of
humanity.

Tucked away in the prophecies for the end of this
ageareanumber of propheciesthat very specifically
pointed to a very small group of people. If you are
one who understands this message, then the
following is specifically meant for you to hear and
heed. The apostle Peter said:

"For the time is come that judgment must begin at
the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of

God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? Wherefore
let them that suffer according to the will of God
commit the keeping of their souls to him in well
doing, asto afaithful Creator. Peter 4:17-19

| see that my timeisup, if you want to know more
about Bible prophecy or the other subjects that |
have briefly touched on in this in this broadcast,
Write to me at the at the address given in the
following announcement. Until next time this is
Bud Cocherell for Bible Research .org.
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