CHRIST AND SALVATION

The redlity of death is one of the most terrifying
redities of this human experience. Moreover, no
matter what we do or how hard we try to preserve
our life, wewill die.

But is death the end or is there life after one's
physical life? According to the Bible physical death
is not the end because God the Father has provided
away for oneto liveforever if onewill believe his
good news message concerning Jesus Christ and
follow hisinstructions concerning how to be saved
from eternal death.

The saving from eternal death and being given
immortal and eterna lifeis defined in the Bible as
salvation. Theprophets, Jesus Christ, theapostles,
and the early church all proclaimed the good news
message of salvation as the only hope of life after
death.

In the introduction to hisletter to the elect at Rome,
the apostle Paul talked about the Gospel of
Salvation through Jesus Christ. Notice what the
apostle Paul hasto say:

"So, for my part, | am ready to preach the good
news to you that are in Rome also. For | am not
ashamed of the good news of Christ: for it isthe
power of God the Father to salvation to every one
that believes; tothe Jew first, and also to the Greek.
For therein is the righteousness of God the Father
revealed from faithto faith: asitiswritten, Thejust
shdl live by faith".

Didthe Sovereign God havethe Creator God create
humanity just to have them live for a short time and
thendie, just asanimalsdie and ceaseto exist? No
the Sovereign God had a grand purpose in mind
when he said: "Let us make man in our image".

The apostle Peter said:

"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.”

The desire to save humanity was so great and so
important to the God family, that Jesus Christ, the
Creator God, cameto earth and became the perfect

sacrifice in order to remove our death sentence.

While speaking to Timothy about the duty of a
righteous person to hisfellow man, the apostle Paul
said that God wants all people to be saved, and to
come to the knowledge of the truth".

God the Father wants everyone to escape eternd
death and he hasrevealed how toliveforever inthe
pages of the Bible.

God the Father and Jesus Christ earnestly desirethat
all people be saved from eternal death and become
spirit-beingsin the God family. However, Whether
or not we die for eternity or live forever after our
physical death isentirely our choice.

It is not the choice of some religious leader, your
father, your mother, or asocial worker, or some
psychologist, or some governmental official.
Whether you live or diefor eternity isyour choice
and your choice alone.

After Moses repeated the law to the Israglites he
gave this pronouncement from God:

"l call heaven and earth to record this day against
you, that | have set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that
both you and your seed may live."

The Creator God revealed the way for the Israglites
to have eternal life and asked them to chose the way
to life over the way of death.

Paul explains that because of Adam'’s violation of
God' s instructions, the death sentence through the
law wasimposed upon all humanity. Noticewhat he
says in Romans chapter 5, versesl? throughl4
Para.:

"Because of this, even as sin entered the world
through one man, and death through sin, so aso
death passed to all men, inasmuch as all sinned; for
sin was in the world until the law, but sin is not
charged where there isno law. And death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even on those who had not
sinned in the likeness of Adam’ s transgression. . ."

God the Father and Jesus Christ consider the
violation of God's law an extremely serious
matter. The Violation of God's law at the time of
Noah caused the destruction of the earth along with



all of humanity except for eight individuals, Notice
what is said in Genesis chapter 6, verses 5 through
7 Para.:

"And God saw that the wickedness of manwasgreat
in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughtsof hisheart wasonly evil continually. And
the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the
earth, and it grieved himin hisheart. AndtheLord
said, | will destroy whom | have created from off the
face of the earth;. . . for | am sorry that | made
them".

The Sovereign Father and Jesus Christ arerighteous
beings who inhabit a dimension of existence that
they have designed as a perfect environment that
provides conditions for perfect peace, perfect
harmony, and perfect happiness. Because these are
the conditions of their existence they will not
tolerate, for very long, any evil that brings the
opposite of peace, harmony, and happiness
anywhere in their vast kingdom. Herein lies the
seriousness of evil behavior; Because evil, it is
repugnant to God the Father and Jesus Christ and
itisin opposition to their very existence.

Their solution to maintaining the purity of their
dominion and their lifestylein order that they may
accomplish their goals is the remova of all who
exhibit evil behavior and will not conform to their
righteous way of life. Because humans are not
immortal beings, they haveonly two options. These
options are that they can conform to God's perfect
law and lifestyle and live eternally as happy
productive individuals, or continue to violate the
law of God and beterminated asalife form through
death by fire.

The apostle Paul told the Corinthians this:

"Do you not know that the unjust ones will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not beled astray,
idolaters, nor fornicators, nor adulteress, nor
abusers, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor
covetous ones, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
plunderers shall inherit the Kingdom of God".

All whoviolate God' srighteous law will eventually
be but to eternal death for this violation. The
problemis asthe apostle Paul states: . . . all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;" and

according to Paul's understanding of God's law the
wages of sin is death.

Unless there is a way to escape the righteous
judgment of the law there is no hope of life after
death.

The apostle John recorded this warning by Jesusto
those whom the Father callsto salvation during this

age:

"He that overcomes shall inherit all things; and |
will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the
fearful, and the unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
andidolaters, and all liarsshall havetheir partinthe
lakethat burnswith fireand brimstone: whichisthe
second death”.

Yes, there is another death after one's physical
death, and that death is final and forever unless
one comes into obedience and conformity to God's
law.

Thereisaway to escape the second death, but very
few today truly understand this way of escape.

Because God the Father and Jesus Christ knew that
humanity would eventually come under the penalty
of the law, their plan for the salvation of humanity
included amethod by which people may escape the
death penalty.

Humanswere created with the ability to reason and
to weigh alternate courses of physical and mental
action. In other words, humans were created with
the ability to choose to do asthey please, whether
good or evil. Before God created humanity, he knew
that they might choose evil over good, and that after
choosing evil and seeing the results of such
behavior, some would want to change and establish
a positive relationship with him. Therefore, long
before creating human beings, God formulated a
sacrificia systemin order to give humanity away to
be placed back into a harmonious relationship with
him.

The beginnings of this sacrificial system are
mention in the Book of Genesis, after Adam and
Eve had been forced out of the garden, and God's
sacrificial system had been given to them. Notice
what issaid in Genesischapter 4, beginninginverse



4.

"Then Abel brought thefirst lamb born to one of his
sheep, killed it, and gave the best parts of it as an
offering. The Lord was pleased with Abel and his
offering, but hergjected Cain and hisoffering. Cain
becamefurious, and he scowled in anger. Then the
Lord said to Cain, Why are you angry? Why that
scow! on your face? If you had donetheright thing,
you would be smiling, but because you have done
evil, sinis crouching at your door. It wantsto rule
you, but you must overcome it. Then Cain said to
his brother Abel, Let's go out in the fields. And
when they were out inthefields, Cain turned on his
brother and killed him"

God told Cain that if he had donetheright thing, he
would be smiling. But what wasit that Cain should
have done? The answer is obvious when we see
what the apostle John says to Christians about
Cain's behavior, notice what he says in 1.John
chapter 3, beginning in versell:

"The message you heard from the very beginningis
this: we must love one another. We must not be
like Cain; he belonged to the Evil One and
murdered his own brother Abel. Why did Cain
murder him? Becausethethingshehimself didwere
wrong, and the things his brother did were right”

The writer to the Hebrews says that Abel did the
right thing and Cain did the wrong thing. Notice
thisin Hebrews chapterll, verse 4:

"It was by faith that Abel offered to God a better
sacrificethan Cain. Through hisfaith hewon God's
approval as a righteous man, because God himself
approved of his gifts. Because of this act of faith
Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.”

It was through a more excellent sacrifice that Abel
obtained thewitnessthat showed hewasarighteous
individual (that is, that he was in right-standing
with God).

But why was Abel's sacrifice more excellent than
Cain's? And how did the act of offering the correct
sacrifice cause Abel to continue to speak to us
today?

Abl€e's sacrifice continues to speak to us today,
because without the shedding of blood there can be
no atonement for sin; unlessalifeis sacrificed to

pay the penalty for the violation God's law, sin
(Which istheviolation of God's law) cannot be set
aside nor forgiven. Noticewhat is said in Leviticus
chapter 17, verse 11.

"For the life of the flesh isin the blood: and | have
givenit for you upon theatar to make an atonement
for your life: for it is the blood that makes an
atonement for one'slife".

The writer to the Hebrews said:

"And almost al things are by the law purged with
blood; and without the shedding of blood thereis
no remission”

Abl€ sbrother Cainwasnot willing to follow God's
instructionsand was asinner before God. However,
Abel waswilling to obey God and was righteousin
God's eyes. Cain would have been smiling if he had
given the proper sacrifice (Gen.4:7).

Abd's sacrifice was more excellent than Cain's
because Abel offered afirstling of his flock. Abel
knew that someday the Creator God would cometo
earth and offer himself as a perfect sacrifice, and
through this perfect sacrifice hewould have hissins
forgiven, and taken away, never to be remembered
again. Abel offered the proper sacrifice, which was
symbolic of Christ'ssacrifice. Able ssinswerethen
covered and he was put back into a harmonious
relationship with God. Through his faith in this
sacrifice (Which was atype of Christ), Abdl still
speaksto us today.

Prior to the advent of the Messiah, when someone
violated God's law, their fellowship with him was
interrupted and their access to him was barred. In
order to deal with this situation, God designed the
priesthood and the sacrificial system. The priest
functioned as a mediator and bridge-builder
between people and God by means of the sacrificial
system. By offering a correct sacrifice, the breach
of the law was repaired and fellowship with God
was restored.

In the agreement that God made with the nation of
Israel a& Mount Sinai, he promised that, if they
would keep his law, they would be righteous and
sinless before him. However, as they have aready
shown, it was impossible to maintain a perfect
relationship with God before the death and



resurrection of Jesus Christ.

It's important to understand how those who lived
prior to Christ maintained a good relationship with
their Creator, becauseitisagood relationship with
God the Father that ensures aperson sal vation under
the terms and conditions of the new agreement.

A major part of the good news message that Jesus
Christ brought concerning salvation has to do with
the new method by which aperson can establish and
maintain a harmonious relationship with God the
Father, the Sovereign God of all that exist.

There are many scriptures that speak of the
necessity to be justified before God in order to
obtain salvation. But just what does it mean to be
justified? Because being justified is necessary in
order to obtain salvation, it isvita to understand
exactly what justification is and how to obtain it.

The English word 'justified, as used in the Old
Testament, is translated from a Hebrew word that
means 'to render just or innocent', ‘free, 'justify’, or
'to be righteous. The words ‘justification' and
'righteousness  connote being made free from sin
and being placed in right-standing before God.

Both the Hebrew and the Greek words for
'justification’ and 'righteousness’ are used to convey
the same basic meaning of being made right with
God and being sinless before him.

God tellsusin the Book of Isaiah chapter 45, verse
22 that the only way of escape from eternal deathis
through him: God Says:

"Look to me, and be you saved, al the ends of the
earth: for | am God, and there is none else”.

The Psalmist said:

"Lead mein your truth, and teach me: for you are
the God of my salvation . . .. "

In order to obtain salvation, we must have our sins
forgiven and our death sentence removed. Because
it is impossible for us to forgive our own sins or
remove our own death sentence, it must be done for
us. Theonly beingwho can remove sinsand remove
the death sentence is God the Father because heis
the Sovereign of all that exists. Therefore, he must
declare us sinless and worthy of saving. The

guestion is not, will he save us; rather it is, how
does he save us?

Isaiah says in a prophecy about Jesus Christ:

"So says the Lord, Keep justice and do
righteousness: for my salvation isnear to come, and
my righteousness to be revealed".

Jesus was the only truly righteous man who has
ever lived. He perfectly kept al of the
commandments, precepts, and principlesof God for
his entire life without ever sinning. He did not
deserveto die, he choseto diein our place so that
we might have our sins forgiven and live forever.

Isit because of a person's efforts to obey God's law
that they are declared righteous before God?
Absolutely not! All that is required to become
righteous is that a person truly believe the things
concerning Jesus and the message that he brought
fromthe Father, because Jesusmet all therighteous
demands of the law for us.

When a person has their sins forgiven, their death
penalty isremoved, and they are declared righteous
through faith in Jesus Christ. However doesthe law
cease to apply to that person? Does the sacrifice of
Christ eliminate that person's requirement to
practice the law of God? The answer is absolute
not! A person still must obey God' slaw. After one
isdeclared righteous before the Father and guiltless
under thelaw, the law still existsinitstotality. The
law does not disappear. What has happened isthat
the penalty for the violation of the law has been
satisfied by the death of Jesus Christ for the one
who hasfaith in Him.

The law has been shown to be valid through the
death of Christ. After one is justified, the law is
made apart of one's very being and must be obeyed.
The law is still valid, violation of the law will still
bring eternal death if repentanceis not forthcoming
and the blood of Christ isnot applied to wipe away
the sin and its penalty. Those who remain righteous
before God establish the law. A righteous
individual establishes the law in that, that person
shows the laws validity through their acceptance of
and faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as their
salvation from the penalty for their violation of
God's law.



A careful study of the Bible reveal s how to become
righteous and be saved from eternal death. The
righteousness that the prophet Isaiah foretold that
was to come was the righteousness of the life and
sacrifice of Christ. It isthrough belief in the perfect
sacrifice of Jesus Christ and his righteousness that
a person may obtain righteousness and salvation.

Righteousnessisdefined asthe obedienceto God's
law. Notice what Paul says about righteousness:

"For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God to salvation to everyone that
believes; to the Jew first, and al so to the Greek. For
initistherighteousness of God revealed from faith
tofaith: asitiswritten, Thejust shal live by faith."

Paul says these things to the Romans:

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested, being witnessed
by the law and the prophets;".

Paul said that a person cannot be justified by their
effortsto keep the law, because God hasrevealed a
method to becomerighteous apart from the deeds of
the law.

Notice what Paul continuesto say:

"Eventherighteousness of God whichisby thefaith
of JesusChristtoall anduponall themthat believe:
for thereis no difference: For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God; Being justified
freely by hisgrace through the redemptionthat isin
Christ Jesus."

Under the New Covenant, the way to become
innocent of any wrongdoing and to be justified is
through faith in the redemptive power of the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Notice what Paul saysin reference to Jesus Christ:

"Whom God has set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousnessfor the remission of sinsthat are past,
through theforbearance of God; To declare, | say, at
this time his righteousness. that he might be just,
and the justifier of him which believesin Jesus."

It is through the righteousness of Jesus Christ that
a person may be declared righteous before God the
Father. It is because Jesus Christ sacrificed hisown
blood that we may have our sinsforgiven, our death
sentence removed, and be made innocent before
God the Father.

The Bible tells us that the only way to obtain
salvationisthrough the sacrifice of Jesus Christ our
Creator, our Redeemer, and our Savior. Without
belief in Jesus Christ and his sacrifice, no one can
be saved from eternal death.

Notice what the Creator God had Isaiah record
about Him:

"This says the Lord, your redeemer, and he that
formed you from thewomb, . . ."1 am the Lord your
Savior and Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob"
(Para.).

Jesus said:

"For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's
lives, but to save them. . ."

"Hethat believesand isbaptized shall be saved; but
he that believes not shall be damned".

The apostle Peter said:

"Be it known to you all, and to al the people of
Isradl, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even by him doesthis man stand here before
you whole. This is the stone which was set at
nought of you builders which is become the head of
the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts
4:10-12 KJV).

The Messiah holds the key to our salvation because
he is our Savior. It is through his sacrifice and
intercessory authority with the Father that we can
haveour sinsforgiven. Itisthrough hissacrificethat
all humanity past, present, and future may obtain
salvation.

Notice what the apostle Paul
Thessalonians.:

"For God has not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ".

says to the



Jesus Christ was not only sent to pay the penalty for
our sins but also to save us from eternal death and
to show us how to obtain eterndl life:

"Jesus says to those who will listen to his message,
"I am the way, the truth, and the life. no man
comes to the Father, but by me".

In a parable Jesus said:

"Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the
sheep. All that ever came before me are thievesand
robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. | am the
door: by meif any man enter in, he shall be saved,
and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief
comes not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: | am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly. | am the
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveshislifefor
the sheep".

Jesus said:

"] am the resurrection and the life, he who bdlieves
in Me will live, even though he dies. And who so
ever lives and believesin Mewill never die"

Paul said to the Romans:

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, foritis
the power of God to salvation to everyone that
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."

The truth of the gospel message is that God the
Father isexpanding hisfamily anditishisintent to
shareall he hasthroughout eternity with beings just
like himself. To accomplish this, he has set in
motion aplanthroughwhich hewill giveeternal life
within his Family and Kingdom to all those who
accept hisway of life.

Salvation cannot beearned, purchased, or otherwise
obtained by our own power or efforts. The power to
save aperson from eternal death and impart eternal
life and immortality is God the Father's alone, and
this he will freely do through Jesus Christ for those
who meet his terms and conditions.

Notice what Paul says to the Ephesians.:

"For by grace are you saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast".

Jesusisthe giver of dl life, Jesussaid:

"My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and
they follow me: And | giveto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand".

He also said:

"And thisisthewill of him that sent me, that every
one that sees the Son, and believes on him, may
have everlasting life: and | will raise him up at the
last day".

Notice what the apostle Paul said to the Romans
about eterna life:

"But now being made free from sin, and become
servantsto God, you have your fruit to holiness, and
the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.6:22-23 KJV).

Theapostle Paul understood that the physical things
of thislifeareworth nothing and that thereal prize
to be sought in life is the knowledge of how to
obtain eterna life and immortality, Paul said:

".. .l count all things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom
| have suffered the loss of al things, and do count
them but dung, that | may win Christ, And befound
in him, not having my own righteousness, whichis
of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Chrigt, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
That 1 may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable to his death; If by any
means | might attain to the resurrection of the dead"
(Phil.3:8-11 KJV).

Jesus Christ is the hope of the dead. Many read the
third chapter of John verses 16 to 17, without truly
understanding what they mean:

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever believes on him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved".

After the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
apostles taught the hope of the dead through the



sacrifice of Jesus and aresurrection from the dead.
The apostle Paul said:

"Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
first-fruits of themthat slept. For since by man came
death, by man came also the resurrection of the
dead. For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall
al be made alive' (1.Cor.15:20-22 KJV).

Jesus said the following about the process of
salvation:

"Hewho believesand isbaptized shall be saved; but
he that does not believe shall be damned".

The problem today isthat most people who profess
to believeinwhat the Bible saysdo not truly believe
Jesus Christ, nor the apostles, nor the onesthat are
sent today to teach the good news message that
Jesus taught.

Most people believe a false gospel that will not
bring salvation but will bring eternal death.

There is only one method of salvation and that
method is clearly shown in the scriptures. Those
who do not believe this message will be
condemned, and they will die the second death in
the Lake of Fire.

Prior to the coming of Jesus, al of mankind was
awaiting the death sentence to be carried out as
punishment for the violation of God's law. But now
we may have our sins forgiven and be made totally
innocent before God the Father through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Because Jesus Christ offered hislifeasthefinal and
supreme sacrifice for the sins of mankind, thereis
no longer a need for anima sacrifices to be
performed for justification; however, thereisstill a
need for theforgiveness of sinthrough Jesus Christ.

The apostle Paul said the elect who werein Rome:

"But God commends his love towards us, in that,
while we wereyet sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more then, being now justified by his blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when
wewere enemies, wewerereconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we
shall be saved by hislife".

In order to escapethe death sentenceall peopleneed
the Father'sintervention in order to live again after
physical death, becauseall of uswill eventually die
a physical death. Furthermore, unless there is
forgiveness of one's violation of the Father's
physical and spiritual law, one must die the eternal
death asthe penalty for breaking hislaw. Therefore,
thereisno hope of eternal life unlessit comesfrom
the One who has the authority and the power to
remove the death penalty.

The good news from God the Father is that he has
both the authority and the power to remove one's
death sentence. He has the authority because heis
Sovereign, and he has the power (that is, the
means) through which forgiveness may be
accomplished in order to satisfy the righteous
demands of the law.

But what is the means of forgiveness? The
extremely good news is that forgiveness of sin can
be accomplished by going directly to God the Father
through the authority of Jesus Christ. All we haveto
do is ask to be forgiven. The Father will then
forgive and forget the sin because of the supreme
sacrifice of his Son. This is the way God has
chosen to give us salvation from eternal death. For
thosewho accept thecall of God during the gospel
age of salvation and follow his way of life, the
reward is eternal life, immortality, and tremendous
joy and happinessforever inthe Father'sfamily and
kingdom.

God the Father wantseveryoneto repent and obtain
salvation. He has set before humanity the choice of
life and death, and each person must eventually
choose which they desire.

| seethat my timeisup, if you want to know how to
escape the second death. Or if you want to know
more about the subjects| have briefly touched onin
this broadcast, writeto me at the address given in
thefollowing announcement. Until next timethisis
Bud Cocherell for Bible Research .org
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